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Combining the annual energy required to 
operate residential, commercial, and 
industrial buildings along with the 
embodied energy of industry-produced 
building materials like carpet, tile, glass, 
and concrete exposes buildings as the 
largest energy consuming and greenhouse 
gas emitting sector.





American Institute of Architects (AIA)
carbon emission reduction targets

By 2010: New Buildings - 50%

2010 – 60%
2015 – 70%
2020 – 80%
2025 – 90%

2030 - net zero carbon emissions



AIA/COTE Programs AIA/COTE Programs -- PromotingPromoting SustainabilitySustainability

The Committee on the Environment (COTE) works to 
advance, disseminate, and advocate to the profession, the 
building industry, the academy, and the public design 
practices that integrate built and natural systems and 
enhance both the design quality and environmental 
performance of the built environment.

> Best Practices
> Collaboration
> Communication
> Education & Advocacy







Life Cycle Analysis  
Wall Assemblies - Embodied Energy - Mega Joules
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